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The paper examined changes in occupational 
projections among rural Louisiana high school youths between 1S68 and 
1972. The research design obtained a representative sample of these 
youths through a proportionate, stratified, random cluster sajipling 
technigue. The 1968 procedures were: (1) the State was stratified 
into 4 geographical areas which represented its different economic 
and social groups; (2) within each area, between 4 and 6 schools were 
randomly selected frop nonmetropolitan parishes to obtain black and 
white student representative of the noniaetropolitan State enrollnent; 
and (3) senior students were the respondents. In 1972, due to 
integration practices, only schools whose racial groupings could 
correspond to the 1968 schools were sampled. The initial sample 
consisted of 217 black and 325 white respondents; the 1972 sample 
included 141 black and 312 white respondents. The approximately 20 
tables give percentage rates for changes, both by sex and race, and 
by residency and race, for such things as occupational aspirations, 
aspiration levels, intensity of aspirations, occupational 
expectations, and a working table gives frequency distributions of 
occupational orientations. {KK) 



REPORT NO 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 
ABSTRACT 



ERLC 



tn 

o 

CD 



0, ot^o'vtJ'Of J|f^'" 



OCCUPATIONAL PROJECTIONS OF RURAL LOUISIANA YOUTH: 
A IllSTORICAl. COfPARISON 



BEST COPY AVAILABU 



George V* Ohlendorf 
Kevin B. Smith 



Depaitments of Sociology and Rural Sociology 
Louisiana State University 



Presented at the Rviral Sociological Society annual meeting, 
Montreal, August, lO?'*. Development of this paper was supported by 
the Louisiana Agr icu I tur.i 1 Experiment Station as a contribution to 
Project 1231 and to USDA CSRS Research Project S-81, "Development 
of Human Resource Potentials of Rural Youth in the South and Their 
Patterns of Mobility.'' 



ERIC 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Purpose 

The purpose of this paper Ls to examine changes in occupational 
projections among rural Louisiana high school youth between 1968 and 1972. 
It was prepared for a panel presentation of a similar study of rural 
southern youth. 

Sample Selection 

1968 - 

The aim of the research design was to obtain a representative sample 
of rural higl^ school youth in Louis ^una. A proportionate, stratified, 
random cluster sampling technique was employed for sample selection. 

Procedures followed in selecting the sample were as follows: 
(1) The state was stratified by four geographical areas to represent the 
four quadrants of the state which differ somewhat in their social and 
economic characteristics. Moreover, each area is relatively homogeneous 
in its social and economic traits compared to the others. (2) Clusters 
(or schools) served as the sampling unit. Within each area, between four 
and six schools were selected randomly from nonmetropollran parishes to 
obtain black and white students proportionate to their enrollment in non- 
metropolitan schools within the state. A total of 20 schools--13 white 
and seven black--was selected for the entire state. (3) Senior students in 
the schools were designated as respondents for the sample to correspond 
with the cohort being studied in the other states participating in the 
project, 

1972 

Public school integration and establishment of private academies 
confounded the opportunity to study historical change in the same schools. 
In 1972 , only four of the original 20 sciiools^-three white and one blacks- 
were substantially the same as in 1968 and two had been closed. Conse- 
quently, these four unchanged schools and the 14 other integrated ones still 
open were selected as tlie sampling units for studying historical change* 
The 14 schools (black and white) iiad been integrated with identifiable 
previously segregated schools (white or black). Although all students in 
the schools completed questionnaires in 1972, only the racial grouping 
corresponding to the 1968 schools was utilized in this analysis. In addition, 
private academies had been opened in two places where white schools had 
been included in 1968. These were added to the sample in 1972 because some 
students who otherwise would have been attending public schools v^re attend- 
ing tliese academies. Insofar as possible, an attempt was made to involve 
the specific respondents who would have been 1972 seniors in the 20 sciiools 
from 1968, 

Pilti '^^^1 lection 

1968 

An 18-pafr 'o -ion of the 1968 S~6] Southern Youth Study questionnaire 
was utilized t^; .o :t data by means of group interviews in the schools 
during early April. Thvse interviews were conducted by staff members 

erJc 1 



(faculty and graduate assistants) froin the Department of Rural Sociology at 
Louisiana State Univorslty, who had been Instructed in Interview procedures 
prior to the field work* Approximately 60 tninutes were required for each 
adtplnlstration* All the seniors present on the day the interview was 
scheduled participated, but no attempt was made to contact any who were 
absent. A total of ViA completed questionnaires were obtained — 325 from 
whites, 218 from blacks, and one from a Native American. The questionnaire 
for one black has been lost, leaving tlie distribution of respondents in 
Table A available for analysis. 

19/2 

A slightly modified version of the 1968 questionnaire was utilized. 
The deleted items were at the back of the questionnaire and were not con- 
cerned directly witii the project objectives. Additions Included the 
Occupational Aspiration Scale and significant-other influence items. These 
replaced the deleted Items. 

During May, tliis questionnaire was administered to the senior 
classes in the schools. Completed questionnaires were obt lined from 453 
seniors in the schools except that a mail questionnaire was utillzcl for 
one private academy because the school year had concluded too early to 
administer the questionnaire in the school. This academy had 19 graduates 
and 17 of them returned their questionnaires. The distribution of respondent 
is provided in Table A. 



Table A, Distribution of Rural Louisiana Senior Respondents in 1968 and 
1972, by Race and Sex 
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